
Extra Credit Opportunity #1- Family Election Interview 

The importance of voting is a crucial realization amongst all American citizens, yet fewer than 60 

percent of eligible voters participate in this right. For this assignment the student will interview an 

adult member of their family, and discuss that family member’s view on voting.  

The final product would be a paper detailing the results of the interview. Please make sure that 

you arrange a mutually convenient time for the interview. You will ask a series of questions about 

elections and voting, while you record their answers. A good interview  technique is to ask follow-

up questions based on what responses were given in order to gather more details. 

Once you have finished interviewing them, please write a 2+ page summary/reflection of what 

you learned from them. This summary should also include personal reflections of yours in response 

to what was said during the interview. You will turn in BOTH your notes from the interview and 

your written reflection.  

Possible Questions 

 What is the first election you remember? Why does it stand out? 

 What is the most memorable election in your opinion? Why? 

 Do you think elections are important? Why or why not? 

 What was the first election you voted in? 

 If you have never voted, why not? 

 Do you think voting is a right, a duty, or a responsibility? Why? 

 How do you choose who you are going to vote for? 

 What do you look for in a candidate? 

 Where do you get your information from? 

 What do you think of our election system? 

 What can be done to improve the system? 

 Three other questions I would like to ask besides those listed above... 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Grading Considerations- quality of interview and questions, in addition to format, will be 

considered for extra credit value. Full value = 10 points. 

  



Extra Credit Opportunity #2- Political Cartoon 

Political cartoons have long been a medium for statements to be made about issues in a sarcastic, 

and often humorous, way. For this assignment the student must create a political cartoon, which 

uses all the traditional methods of cartooning to illustrate an opinion on voting and voter turnout 

at elections. The opinion can be positive or negative, but must be clearly evident by the cartoon. 

Political cartoons rely on one or more of the following techniques to make their point: 

 Irony- the difference in the way things are and the way they should or are expected to be; 

 Analogy- comparison between two unlike things (e.g. “I am as graceful as a refrigerator 

falling down a flight of stairs.”) 

 Exaggeration- overdo the physical characteristics of people or things (e.g. President Obama’s 

ears are often used in this way.)  

 Symbolism- simply objects stand for larger concepts.  

Consider the following to help you plan out your cartoon:  

 What is the message you want to send about voter participation? 

 What emotion do you want to evoke from your audience? 

 What people or objects do you want to include in your picture? Will they symbolize 

something? 

 What might be the caption for the cartoon? How would it help establish meaning for the 

cartoon? 

 

The cartoon should be at least large enough to fit on a normal sized piece of paper, but does not 

need to be colored (although it can be.) Furthermore the cartoon does not need to be humorous.  

Grading Considerations- Format, creativity, neatness and a clearly evident message will be 

characteristics considered for extra credit value. Full value = 10 points. 

 


